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MOUNT BAKER NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING  
September 15, 2009 
 

 
NORTHERN NEIGHBORHOOD  

BOUNDARY REVIEW PROJECT 
 

2009 - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN AMENDMENT 

 
Proposal 

The size of Bellingham’s northern neighborhoods have become unwieldy and over-
sized due to successive annexations. Residents, property owners, business owners, 
and neighborhood groups from the Mount Baker and Guide Meridian/Cordata  
neighborhoods have requested modifications to their neighborhood boundaries. Smaller 
neighborhoods can be easier to organize around shared goals and common interests. 

The Planning Director has docketed review of Bellingham’s northern neighborhood 
boundaries as part of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan / Neighborhood Plan Amendment 
Process and has dedicated staff and resources to prioritize the planning efforts for the 
northern neighborhoods.  This project provides an opportunity to determine more logical 
neighborhood boundaries that are intended to result in more manageable 
neighborhoods.  

Process Summary 

Comprehensive plan and neighborhood plan amendment proposals follow the process 
in BMC 21.10.  Plan amendments use Process Type VI. Neighborhood involvement is 
encouraged and a neighborhood meeting is required as part of the  public process.  The 
Planning Commission and City Council must carefully evaluate specific criteria and 
factors to determine if approval of the amendment would result in a clear public benefit.  
 
The Planning Commission holds a public hearing and listens to all relevant arguments 
for, against, or neutral to the request. The Planning Director, or authorized 
representative makes an investigation and presents written recommendations on the 
proposed plan amendment. The Commission makes its determination and forwards its 
recommendation to the City Council. In forwarding its recommendation, the Commission 
includes written findings of fact and conclusions that address the criteria and factors 
contained in BMC Section 20.20.060 and any other information, facts, or conclusions 
that led to the Commission recommendation. 
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Staff Proposal 
 
In response to neighborhood requests to reduce the size of the Guide Meridian/Cordata 
and Mount Baker Neighborhoods, staff evaluated a number of factors to arrive at a 
proposal that would substantially reduce the neighborhood’s boundaries. Factors 
reviewed included: the size of the neighborhoods, zoning designations, transportation 
corridors, environmental features, the built environment, parks, trails and open space 
corridors, schools, vacant land for future development, and the expressed desires on 
the part of residents and business people who live and work in the neighborhoods and 
who desire more manageable neighborhood areas.  
 
The potential boundary changes would impact four existing neighborhoods: Guide 
Meridian/Cordata, Meridian, King Mountain and Mount Baker.  The proposal would 
create one new neighborhood by splitting Mount Baker into two neighborhoods, 
Irongate and Barkley. The Guide Meridian/Cordata Neighborhood would be renamed 
Cordata, and Meridian and King Mountain boundaries would be adjusted based on 
zoning and land use (commercial and residential respectively.) (See “Proposal” maps, 
attached.)  New neighborhood plans would be developed from existing neighborhood plan 
text and zoning designations for the new neighborhoods. The affected neighborhoods 
would also require their neighborhood plans and zoning tables be updated to reflect the 
changes.  
 
Next Steps 
 
The neighborhood plan amendment process includes presenting the Proposal to the 
Mayor’s Neighborhood Advisory Commission and to collect input, suggestions  and 
recommendations.  A staff presentation to the Guide Meridian/Cordata, King Mountain, 
and Mount Baker Neighborhood Associations would be scheduled in July and August.  
Adjacent neighborhood representatives would be invited to attend the association 
meetings.  Staff would collect additional public insight and input and address any issues 
raised at the meetings.  A Planning Commission hearing is scheduled for October 22. A 
City Council hearing would most likely occur in November.  If the Council approves the 
Proposal, Bellingham would have twenty-five (25) neighborhoods. 
  
September 8, 2009… Staff presents the Proposal to the Guide Meridian/Cordata Neighborhood  
September 15, 2009..Staff presents the Proposal to the Mount Baker Neighborhood 
October Dates  
to be determined…...Staff presents the Proposal to the King Mountain Neighborhood 

Association; and works with Meridian Businesses  
October 22, 2009…...Planning Commission Public Hearing 
November 2009…….City Council Public Hearing 
 

 

 






